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Today’s’ climate means we face uncertain weather patterns, increasingly 
frequent exceptional episodes and a depleting environment.

Issues with more extreme weather have been exacerbated by the loss of 
permeable landscape, and its replacement by hard landscaping, paved 
areas and vast areas of tarmac or construction.  All of which means we have 
increasing amounts of surface run-o� : rainwater ‘looking’ for somewhere to 
go… and it reaches our traditional piped drainage quicker than ever before 
and in larger volumes than ever before too.

Disconnection.

The SuDSPlanter is designed to capture rainwater run-o� from roofs by
re-routing the downpipe from the drains into the planter.

Planters contain carefully layered growing media and filter materials.  This 
layering acts as both a sponge and a natural filter, attenuating flow and 
removing bird faeces and other contaminants as the water soaks through to 
the reservoir below.  The specialist growing media is designed to sustain plant 
growth in both wet and dry conditions.

Re-route 
down pipe into 

the planter 

Where possible
disconnect surface water 
from the combined sewer

Storage
Overflow into 

permeable 
ground.

Filtered water collects in a high-volume, high-strength reservoir at the base 
of the planter, which stores it for re-use or slow release into a drainage or
garden irrigation system.  Integral fl ow control ensures a precise, appropriate 
discharge rate for each individual installation. A high-level overflow above the 
surface of the growing layer controls water levels during extreme rainfall and 
adjustable feet ensure the planter is completely level, even on uneven ground.

18
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The idea for SuDS Planter was born from 2 minds looking to deliver a product 
which would address the issue of increasing areas of hard standing funnelling 
surface water into our already stressed sewers. These people are Lorna Davis 
and Alex Stephenson.

Our aim.
When we set out to create SuDSPlanter our aim was to produce an 
environmentally sound fl ood mitigation device which would improve home 
owners’ lives through urban greening and fl ood defence. This has developed 
into a product range which delivers a simple, retrofi t solution to surface water 
for a variety of roof sizes to match any residential, commercial or educational 
environment. 

The Story so far.......

Lorna Davis
Lorna’s background started with an 
upbringing in agriculture and manufacturing 
on the family farm. Her love for the natural 
environment and water led her to undertake 
a degree in Landscape Architecture followed 
by a career specialising in Sustainable 
drainage for the consulting engineering and 
water industry. 

Alex Stephenson
Alex’s career has spanned 40 years of working 
in water management, progressing from a 
beginning in drainage engineering for the 
public sector before moving on to a career 
with a market leading supplier of surface 
water and waste water solutions. 

Benefi ts

Jet
black

Earth
brown

Slate
grey

Olive
green

Bespoke
colour

Natural 
wood

Eco Friendly – Produced using 
100% recycled polythene sourced 
from the agricultural industry

Fully recyclable – Can be fully
recycled at the end of its use

Maintenance - Does not require 
any painting or chemical treatment 
prior to use

Durability - The plastic lumber is 
more resistant to gra�  ti due to its 
surface

+   = 

“SuDSPlanter, making a better environment for all”
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SuDSPlanter is a uniquely designed rain garden – sometimes called a 
stormwater garden – which captures rainwater run-o�  from roofs, rather than 
leaving it to fl ow into the drains and sewers and potentially overloading the 
system.

 It’s a cleaner, greener and sustainable way to guard against today’s increasing 
risk of fl ooding and contamination; it provides stored water for use in dry or 
drought conditions; and is designed to cope in wet and dry environments, so 
more durable and long-lasting than typical planters.

 Reduces fl ood risk by diverting water from drains & sewers

 Filters, cleans, stores & slowly releases rainwater run-o�  

 Increases biodiversity & reduces pollution

 Minimum 15 year life expectancy

 Can be retrofi tted to a downpipe or designed in from the start

About.
The SuDS Planter is manufactured 
using a plastic coated metal frame 
with recycled plastic lumber infi lls. 
All materials are 100% recycled or 
recyclable. Alternatively a natural 
wood infi ll can be used in natural or 
a paint fi nish  for those preferring a 
warmer touch to their SuDSPlanter. 

Recycled lumber Planter
Installation - For DIY installations, we provide an instruction manual with 
your planter, which has handy maintenance tips too.

If you would like us to install your SuDSPlanter for you, simply ask for 
more details when you place your order.

SuDSPlanter Sizes

Small - 1200mm wide x 600mm deep x 950mm high

Medium - 1600mm wide x 600mm deep x 950mm high  

Large - 2000mm wide x 600mm deep x 950mm high*

*Large unit only available in framed format with recycled plastic lumber 
infi lls - Other sizes are available on request. 

Our design team o� ers a bespoke service to create SuDSPlanters 
specifi cally for di� ering roof sizes and to fi t available spaces.

SuDSPlanter
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We pride ourselves in sourcing and assembling all of  
SuDSPlanters materials within the UK. Our manufacturing   
facility is based in Mid Wales, with carpenters crafting each product
from scratch. Lead times on ordering are required, however we aim
to cater for all of our clients needs, so please do get in touch to discuss 
your requirements. 

Manufacturing

4

Solid Timber Planter

About.
The SuDS Planter is manufactured in 
Wales from UK sourced  FSC softwood 
and recycled component parts. Our aim 
is to provide an environmentally sound 
solution with a minimum 15 year life 
expectancy.

Finishes are specifi ed on order and 
include natural or painted fi nish with 
bespoke colours available on request. Willow

green
Duck egg

blue

Granite
Grey

Natural
stone

Bespoke
colour

Natural 
fi nish
(oiled)

 SuDSPlanter materials palette

The SuDSPlanter comes ready assembled, with all internal drainage 
component parts included in the pack. Disconnection is easy using the 
overfl ow system provided, specialist soil is included to get you started, this 
allows plants to grow without su� ering in heavy rainfall events.

“A cleaner, greener way to manage surface water sustainably”

SuDSPlanter Sizes

Small - 1200mm wide x 600mm deep x 950mm high

Medium - 1600mm wide x 600mm deep x 950mm high

Other sizes are available on request. Our design team o� ers a bespoke service 
to create SuDSPlanters specifi cally for di� ering roof sizes and to fi t available 
spaces.

Finishes.
Our timber planters are made from the finest water resistant softwoods 
naturally impregnated with oils to reduce the need for tanalyth. The natural
timber planter is oiled with danish oil to preserve.

Painted finish planters are hand sprayed in our Mid Wales factory using 
3 coats to ensure an even, robust fi nish. Bespoke colours available on
request.
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